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concentration on mere externals than this elevation of marching
to be its motto and essential principle. We have it here
admitted that the nation is marching aimlessly, just for the
sake of marching. It is a confession of the lack of any sort of
doctrine in this revolution for revolution's sake, this hustling
activity just to distract men's minds.

A PHILOSOPHY FOR SHOW
It is perhaps not generally known, at all events I do not
remember any public mention of the feature, that Hitler has
a deep respect for the Catholic church and the Jesuit order;
not because of their Christian doctrine, but because of the
"machinery" they have elaborated and controlled, their hier-
archical system, their extremely clever tactics, their deep in-
sight into human nature, and their wise use of human weak-
nesses in ruling over believers. Hitler wants to see the points of
the National Socialist programme regarded as analogous to the
Church's venerable Credo, the confession of faith. He is aware
that for fifteen hundred years the Church has withstood all
assaults from logical criticism on its ancient creed. He sees
that anything can be done with a creed of that sort, no matter
how irrational or inconsistent. The flock of believers will
accept anything, and will listen to no reasoned opposition. But
there is one thing that, he knows, must never be done: no
change must ever be made in a creed, even if the creed no
longer has any practical significance in men's lives, if it is no
more than an ancient monument. Any change would only
perplex and unsettle the faithful.
These considerations must be borne in mind in examining
the National Socialist philosophy. What the National Socialist
leaders require is just the opposite of what a non-revolutionary
leader needs: the more inconsistent and irrational is their